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‘The Clipper Visits...Charles “Chuck” Foster

By MARTHA HIMES

If you’ve ever wanted to
know what goes on behind-the-
scenes at the Olympics, talk to
Chuck Foster. He’s heading off
to Salt Lake City to play a ma-
jor behind-the-scenes role in
ladies’ figure skating competi-
tion.

Unknown to much of the
Olympic figure skating audi-
ence, each panel of judges is
overseen by a panel of referees.
Each figure skating event
(men’s, ladies’, pairs and
dance) has two referees. Fos-
ter will referee the ladies’ divi-
sion, assisting fellow referee
Britta Lindgren of Sweden. .
The official Olympic opening
ceremonies kickoff two weeks
of competition beginning Feb-
ruary 8 with the ladies figure
skating competition scheduled
for Feb. 19 and 21

Foster is one of five people
in the United States qualified by
the International Skating Union

(ISU) to referee a World Cham-

pionship or Olympic event.The

ISU appoints the Olympic skat- .

ing referees, only two of whom
come from the United States.

The other U.S. referee ‘is

Ronald Pfenning of Hyannis.
As a referee, Foster will
oversee the: judges, supervise
the ‘events and step in if prob-
. lems:arise. ~ “The referees are
in charge of the event. They are

reallythe chairmen‘of the-panel

‘the Olympic

praising the accuracy of each
judge’s scores. These reports
are sent to the ISU’s Technical
Committee, which supervises
the judges. If a judge is deemed
guilty of national bias, or sim-
ply bad judging, the Technical
Committee can penalize the
judge. “There’s a whole series
of penalties, for instance, you’d
get a probation, and then you’d
get a letter of criticism, and if
it keeps going on, ultimately
you’d end up being dismissed,
or fired for a year or so,” Fos-
ter said.

The Technical Committee
also supervises the referees,
who can be censured for late,
poorly written, or erroneous
reports.

This will be Foster’s first
experience as Olympic referee.
While it is not necessary to
have judged at the Olympics
before you can referee, he has
done that, too, having served as
ladies’ judge at Lake Placid in
1980. .

Foster’s involvement with
the Olympics goes back almost

30 years. He was elected to the. |

Board of Directors of the

United States Olympic Com- |

mittee (USOC) in 1973. In
1988, he was elected to the of-
fice of Secretary of the USOC
and served in that capacity at
Games in
Lillehammer in 1994. He
served as Secretary until 1996,

Chuck Foster f Surplus Street is heading off to Salt Lake City to

assist with the Olympic figure skating competition.

know what day it is.”
Foster’s favorite country of
those he has visited recently is
Slovenia. While in the Balkans,
he visited Bosnia Herzegovina,
and stood on the site of Arch-

duke Francis Ferdinand’s 1914
World War I-precipitating as-
sassination.

Foster’s career in figure
skating began in Fargo, North
Dakota, where he was born and

lived until he moved to Massa-
chusetts for college at Harvard,
from which he was graduated
in 1956. Throughout college,
he skated and competed with
the Skating Club of Boston,
along with his sister, Sidney,
who attended Radcliffe and is
now a local figure skating in-
structor. Now living on Surplus
Street, Foster and his wife, Kay,
moved to Duxbury after visit-
ing Sidney and her husband,
John Arnold.

“Figure skating has meant
everything in my life,” he said.
“It meant that I came to school
in Boston. It’s given me con-
tinuing opportunities for many
years....I've traveled every-
where, I've been everywhere
there’s a skating rink. But first
in importance would have to be
that I met my wife on the ice at
the Skating Club of Boston.”
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